
 

 

 

Newsletter – August 2016 

 

 

Annual Conference in Paris 

A reminder to register for this year’s annual conference, held in association 

with the Kantor Center for the Study of Contemporary European Jewry 

and supported by the European Jewish Fund, to take place in Paris from 

September 21 – 24, entitled "Continuing the Dialogue: Combating 

Antisemitism in Europe Through Legal and Other Means." The conference’s 

program and registration material is available here on our website.  

 

The conference will be attended by leading European and French Jurists 

and will discuss the historical background to and the reasons for the 

current rise in European anti-Semitism, the connection between terrorism 

and anti-Semitism, and the importance of an accepted working definition 

of anti-Semitism.  It will also discuss laws to combat anti-Semitim in 

various countries and the success of their enforcement and the role of the 

media in properly reporting on the issue.   

 

We advise that you register as soon as possible as the number of hotels 

rooms available is limited.  Attending our Paris conference this year has 

special significance in light of the unfortunate incidents that have recently 

taken place in France and other European countries. 

      

Berlin Seminar 

The IAJLJ, in association with the Kantor Center for the Study of 

Contemporary European Jewry and under the sponsorship of the German 

Ministry of Justice, will conduct a seminar in Berlin on November 21 on 

http://www.intjewishlawyers.org/site/events-2016/


 

 

the topic of the legal aspects of anti-Semtism.  This program will a 

continuation to the similar we held in Vienna in November, 2015 and also 

compliment the issues to be raised at our Paris convention.  The Berlin 

seminar will take place at the German Ministry of Justice. 

 

 

IAJLJ Activities 

 

Letters to UN Secretary-General on Iran Holocaust Denial Cartoon Contest 

On January 18, 2016, the IAJLJ wrote to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-

Moon and to H.E. Ambassador Choi Kyong-lim, the President of the Un 

Human Rights Council, regarding Iran’s latest Holocaust denial cartoon 

contest.  We argued that Iran’s claim that these contests are an expression 

of free speech is constitutes incitement to genocide and that Iran’s behavior 

is inconsistent with various international instruments.  

 

The IAJLJ wrote again to the Secretary-General on May 25, 2016, ten 

days after Iran’s cartoon contest, stating that the “Iranian claim of free 

speech is open to critique in light of its history of Holocaust denial” such as 

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali Khameini’s March 21, 2014 tweet that the 

Holocaust “is an event whose reality is uncertain and if it has happened, 

it's uncertain how it has happened.” 

 

Letter to the Secretary-General of the Council of Europe on Ant-Semitism 

in Europe 

On May 16, 2016, the IAJLJ wrote to Thorbjørn Jagland, Secretary-

General of the Council of Europe regarding the debate held at the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe in April on the issue of 

anti-Semitism. 

http://www.intjewishlawyers.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Letter-to-UNSG-and-HRC-January-1-2016-Cartoon.pdf
http://www.intjewishlawyers.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Letter-to-UNSG-May-25-2016-Cartoon.pdf
http://www.intjewishlawyers.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Letter-to-SG-CoE-on-Anti-Semitism-May-16-2016.pdf


 

 

 

We wrote that we found the debate on this issue to be a serious attempt 

at dealing with 

the problem of European anti-Semitism.  We also expressed our concern 

about the efficacy of enforcement of measures and suggested that the 

Council of Europe review the enforcement of these measures prohibiting 

anti-Semitism.  On August 8, we received this reply from the Secretary 

General of the Council of Europe. 

 

Items of Interest 

 

Spanish Court: Arrest warrants not enforceable for Netanyahu, Liberman, 

others, Jerusalem Post, December 26, 2015 

Spain’s National Court ruled a lower court’s decision calling for the 

authorities to arrest Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, former foreign 

minister Avigdor Lieberman, and additional officials over Israel’s seizure of 

the Mavi Marmara vessel in 2010. 

 

A Brazilian Court Decision from 2003 Granting an Injunction Against the 

Sale of Mein Kampf 

A Brazilian court upheld the Public Ministry of Rio de Janeiro’s injunction 

to prevent the sale of Mein Kampf and set at 5,000 Reais (about 1,600 

USD) fine for each breach of its decision.   

 

IAJLJ member, Marc Levy, published A Note on "Interpretative Statement 

concerning the indication of the origin of goods from the territories 

occupied by Israel since June 1967" in the European Union Official Journal 

on 12.11.2015. 

 

http://www.intjewishlawyers.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Letter-from-SC-CoE-August-8-2016.pdf
http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Spanish-court-Arrest-warrants-not-enforceable-for-Netanyahu-Liberman-others-438489
http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Spanish-court-Arrest-warrants-not-enforceable-for-Netanyahu-Liberman-others-438489
http://www.intjewishlawyers.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Mein-Kamp-Decision-Orignal-FINAL-3.2016.pdf
http://www.intjewishlawyers.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Marc-Levy-final.pdf


 

 

 

Annual Membership Dues 

Finally, we kindly ask that those who have not yet paid this year’s 

membership dues to please do so.  Our association heavily relies on our 

membership dues and any additional contribution you can make.  A 

prompt reply is not only most appreciated but greatly assists the IAJLJ in 

the performance of our important work.  Our membership registration 

form can be found here. 

http://intjewishlawyers.org/main/files/Membership%205_15.pdf

