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Thank you Mr. President, 

The situation of the minority Rohingya Muslim population in the Rakhine State of 

Myanmar has struck the international community over the previous months. Among the brutalities 

experienced by the Rohingya population, we have witnessed hundreds of thousands of people 

forced to flee from Myanmar, overwhelming rates of internally displaced persons, mass murders, 

rapes and widespread destruction. These acts were preceded by the persecution of the Rohingya 

minority, characterized by manifestations of hatred and repression on the part of the government. 

In one month from today, Myanmar will celebrate the 70th anniversary of its independence. 

Throughout its existence, Myanmar has known challenging times and has experienced the 

detriments of human rights violations. The preamble of Myanmar's Constitution states that the 

national people shall "uphold racial equality". Myanmar's commitment for the protection of human 

rights is further evident in its accession to, inter alia, the Convention on the Elimination of 

Discrimination Against Women and the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Nevertheless, the 

grave misconducts of the State's authorities render these commitments mere empty statements. 

The memory of the horrors suffered by the Jewish people, as well as by other peoples, 

based on racial, ethnic and religious grounds in the last century remains vivid and painful. The 

International Association of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists therefore calls upon the Republic of the 

Union of Myanmar to comply with its national and international legal obligations, and to put an 

end to the abhorrent acts committed against the Rohingya minority in the Rakhine State. 
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